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Community Based Component: Rapid Assessment in Bukavu (DRC) and Rusizi (Rwanda)

26 November - 6 December 2019

The EU funded action “Secure Cross-Border Social, Economic and Commercial Activities in
the Great Lakes Region” implemented by IOM, in partnership with TMEA, is working
towards strengthening the economic integration and social cohesion of the cross-border
communities of Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), through the
implementation of an integrated border management approach; facilitated by improved
infrastructure, strengthened cross border cohesion and enhanced communication and
coordination among the border agencies of the two countries.
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To enhance cross border social cohesion among border communities, migrants and cross border traders,
IOM is identifying a specific set of initiatives that can contribute to enhance peace-building trends, social
cohesion mechanisms and female cross-border traders’ economic and psycho-social well-being in Bukavu
and Rusizi.

The aim is to analyse the relevant psycho-social dimensions of cross-border trade dynamics and social
cohesion’s implications for the communities of Bukavu and Rusizi to indicate the muain institutional,
economic and informal actors of the cross-border trade and highlight strengths, weaknesses, opportunities
of their relationships.

From 26 November to 6 December 2019, IOM carried a series of field activities comprising structured
interactions through interviews, focus group discussions and workshops with key partners and beneficiaries
of the Action.

Social workers of Bukavu and Rusizi and IOM staff participated in a joint interactive workshop led by IOM’s
social cohesion consultant to collectively understand and contextualize the approach that could be used to
contribute to the well being of the women cross border traders.




¥ “Grice aux questions posées au cours de
i/ d ’enquéte elles ont réalisées qu’au-dela de se
préoccuper d’argent il faut tenir compte de
Pimpact des traumatismes psycho sociales sur

leur santé” - Frangoise, Bukavu.

"The questions allowed the women in CBT to realise the importance of
looking beyond the financial gains and to also consider psychosocial
traumas which negatively impact their health".

For More Information Please Contact:
IOM RWANDA OFFICE: KG 632 Street, Gasasa, Rugando Cell, Kigali, Rwanda,
Tel: +250788389723, ¢ E-mail: iomrwandapiu@iom.int
Or OSBP Rusizi Il Information Line, Tel: +250788353311

This project is funded by EU, implemented by IOM in partnership with Trade Mark East Africa. The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of IOM and can in
no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.



